


2006 Land Conservation Confer

The 2006 Pennsylvania Land Conservation Conference w.
29, 2006 in State College.

This year’s conference attracted 321 attendees from all ac
more than doubling last year’s attendance.

This year’s event offered 24 ninety-minute workshops on
day seminars on Friday and a special introductory Conservat
Friday afternoon. The conference Keynote Address was delr
renowned land protection specialist, Stephen J. Small, Esq.

Attendees were very pleased with the overall selection of t
speakers and gave the conference an overall rating of 4.5, w:
lent.

PALTA would like to thank all of our presenters for pro
well thought out presentations. Thank you to Central Pennsyl
Centre County Farmland Trust and ClearWater Conservancy
event and recruiting very competent and passionate volunte:
enough to dedicate their time.

Special thanks again to all our sponsors for helping to m
sible. And thank you to our attendees for your continued com
g our special places. &

Phoebe Driscoll Honored with 2C






ith DCNR Secretary

PALTA:HowwouldyoucharacterizeDCNR ’srelationship
with land trusts? Can we find more synergies?

MD: Lalways think we can do more - but when the relationship
is good or very good, the harder it is to improve it. I am
really open to hearing from the land trust community on
what their ideas for DCNR are to improve our relationship
- what DCNR can do better - and what programs could be
improved on.

PALTA: Currently, what do you see as the top threats to
our state’s forests and landscapes?

MD: Deer are todays top threat to our forests, but I
believe global warming is a major long-term threat. I am
encouraged about deer management in the state and the
Game Commission's recent actions in better understanding
healthy forest habitat. Invasive species are certainly a threat.
Also, over 70% of our forested lands are in private hands
so we must work with landowners more cooperatively to
become better stewards.



Michael DiBerardinis

associated with our current use of fossil fuels, that DCNR
has an obligation to ask these questions. We 're following
a carefil, science-based approach, and are consulting with
state and federal environmental and wildlife agencies,
conservation groups, and the wind industry. Any decision to
move forward would have to meet very high environmental
and stewardship standards.

PALTA: Governor Rendell has expanded the vision of
DCNR to help stimulate economic growth in Pennsylvania
- how does this change your work?

MD: This is not necessarily a new idea. DCNR historically
played a role around sustainable use of natural resources
and economic growth. For instance, our forests are a major
supplier of hardwoods but harvestedin a sustainable way. Our
Jforests and parks are also an important player in our tourism
industry. We invest in trails and recreational amenities that
support residential and economic growth. Governor Rendell
has encouraged DCNR fo incorporate a policy that allows
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we are always trying to improve those management plans.
Additional funds help with the management of these lands
but a greater focus must be on implementing science-based
best management practices. I see land trusts doing a great
job in managing their lands.

PALTA: What role does technology (GPS, GIS) play in
DCNR’s efforts to protect natural resources?

MD: The big advances in mapping really have built the
capacity of folks who are working in land management and
conservation. These are very important tools in developing
best management practices and establishing high quality
priorities. The Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory
(available online through the Natural Heritage Program at
www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us) is another amazing tool
that provides a wealth of assistance to both the conservation
and the business sector. DCNR is also leading the
development of PAMAP, which is building a powerful digital
map of the state that is publicly available and accessible,
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